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Quarterly statistics 

Quarter 1: January-March

Quarter 2: April - June
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Quarter 3: July - September

Quarter 4: October - December
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PILLAR 4
Preventing children from going 
missing as a joint effort of all 
stakeholders

PREVENTION CAMPAIGN
#CheckBeforeYouChat
To mark International Missing Children’s Day, AMBER 
Alert Europe, non-governmental organisations in the 
field of child protection and law enforcement officers 
from around the globe involved influencers in the 
fight against online grooming with a cryptic TikTok 
dance challenge.

A seemingly ordinary TikTok dance challenge was 
launched by various well-known influencers around 
the globe. On May 25th, it was revealed that this 
viral dance challenge, created in cooperation with  
INNOCEAN Berlin, was in fact staged to educate teen-
agers on the signs of online grooming. The challenge 
kicked off a global prevention campaign, #CheckBe-
foreYouChat, to fight the alarming increase in online 
grooming cases during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Earlier that month, the song “Love Birds”, secretly 
containing the five stages of online grooming in its 
lyrics, was officially released on TikTok along with a 
choreographed dance which interpreted the song 

into a 5-step dance challenge. With the help of 
well-known dancers on the TikTok circuit, the 5-step 
dance challenge was replicated by unsuspecting Tik-
Tokers worldwide.

Right before International Missing Children’s Day, 
which served as a symbolic kick-off date, the sec-
ond part of the campaign was set in motion. This 
time, dancers and campaign partners posted videos 
of themselves standing still and revealing the true 
meaning behind the TikTok challenge. 

Frank Hoen, Founder and Chairman of AMBER Alert 
Europe: “Even though the signs were right in front of 
them, they still didn’t notice what was going on”, says 
Frank Hoen, Chairman and Founder of AMBER Alert 
Europe. “This is exactly what happens with online 
grooming. Often the signs remain unnoticed until it’s 
too late. We want to make sure children are aware of 
the fact that online not everything is what it seems 
and they should be wary of who they communicate 
with on social media, apps or games. Always #Check-
BeforeYouChat.”

ACTIVITIES



21

AMBER Alert Europe Founder and Chairman, Frank Hoen, presented our worldwide #CheckBeforeYouChat campaign against online grooming at Europol’s 
#EDEN event on data protection in law enforcement in Rome.

On the big screen
The #CheckBeforeYouChat-campaign was also shared on thou-
sands of digital screens: billboards, large outdoor screens and ATMs. 
These screens have a combined daily reach of 618.000 people. 

Worldwide campaign
The #CheckBeforeYouChat-campaign 
was shared by law enforcement agen-
cies and organisations in the field of child 
protection in 22 countries. The cam-
paign was featured in news broadcasts, 
posts, articles, school programs, etc. 

Argentina, Austria, Bosnia and Herzegov-
ina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Finland, Germany, 
Greece, Israel, Italy, Lithuania, Poland, Por-
tugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Switzerland, 
Taiwan, United Kingdom, United States, the 
Czech Republic and the Netherlands.

Trending hashtags
The hashtag 
#CheckBeforeYouChat 
has been viewed 
5.4 million times on 
TikTok, the hashtag 
#5StepChallenge has 
been viewed 3.6 million 
times.

https://www.linkedin.com/feed/hashtag/?keywords=checkbeforeyouchat&highlightedUpdateUrns=urn%3Ali%3Aactivity%3A6855887814287077377&lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Aorganization_admin_admin_index_index%3B19f7616d-53ed-402e-b31d-ee047717b444
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/hashtag/?keywords=eden&highlightedUpdateUrns=urn%3Ali%3Aactivity%3A6855887814287077377
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AWARENESS-RAISING CAMPAIGN
Friend or Monster?
On the European Day on the Protection of Children 
against Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse, AM-
BER Alert Europe launched a new awareness-raising 
campaign ‘Friend or Monster?’ The campaign under-
lines the fact that, unlike common belief, the majority 
of sexually abused children are harmed by someone 
they know, love, or trust.

Each year, the Council of Europe highlights a specific 
topic on the occasion of this European Day. The 2021 
edition focuses on “Making the circle of trust truly 
safe for children”. In Europe, 8 out of 10 children, who 
are sexually abused, are harmed by someone in their 
inner circle, such as a parent, relative, or family friend.

When the harm is done by a person they know, love, 
or trust, children find it particularly difficult to dis-
close and overcome the abuse. Additionally, during 
the COVID-19 lockdowns, children closed in with 
their abusers had even fewer chances to seek help.

AMBER ALERT EUROPE JOINS 
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT INTERGROUP 
ON CHILDREN’S RIGHTS TO HIGHLIGHT 
CHILDREN’S RIGHTS IN THE EU

AMBER Alert Europe has officially joined the Euro-
pean Parliament Intergroup on Children’s Rights, a 
group of 100+ Members of the European Parliament 
and 26 child-focused organisations working together 
to keep children’s rights on top of the EU agenda.

“I am thrilled to announce that AMBER Alert Eu-
rope is officially part of the Intergroup on Children’s 
Rights of the European Parliament”, says Frank Hoen, 
Founder and Chairman of AMBER Alert Europe. “I 
stand together with the Intergroup and its members 
on an effective EU strategy on the rights of the child. 
No child must be left behind. With AMBER Alert Eu-
rope, the Intergroup will speak with a louder voice to 
protect the rights of the most vulnerable, in particu-
lar missing children. I look forward to achieving these 
goals.”

https://www.coe.int/en/web/children/2021-edition
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AMBER ALERT EUROPE PARTNERS UP 
WITH THE CENTRE FOR MISSING AND 
EXPLOITED CHILDREN CROATIA TO 
BETTER PROTECT MISSING CHILDREN IN 
EUROPE

On February 22nd, AMBER Alert Europe officially 
welcomed its newest member the Centre for Missing 
and Exploited Children Croatia (CNZD). 

“Center for Missing and Exploited Children (CNZD) 
has been working for fifteen years on the preven-
tion of the phenomenon of missing children in the 
Republic of Croatia and as an organisation it is rec-
ognized nationally and internationally. Only by inter-
departmental connection of the governmental and 
non-governmental sector as well as all stakeholders 
dealing with this issue can we make a step forward in 
the protection of children”, says Mr. Tomislav Ramljak, 
Head of CNZD. 

“The collaboration with AMBER Alert Europe con-
firms the CNZD’s expertise and commitment to the 
common goal that other members of this prominent 
organisation have, which is to find every child who is 
missing. Thanks to all the associates and employees 
of AMBER Alert Europe for the warm welcome and 
willingness to cooperate, we cordially greet the other 
members of this organisation and invite them to join 
forces in the fight against this global phenomenon.“

AMBER ALERT EUROPE AND 
ACTIVEFENCE PARTNER TO TACKLE 
ONLINE CRIME AGAINST CHILDREN

AMBER Alert Europe and ActiveFence, an online in-
tegrity company that identifies and tracks malicious 
activities online at scale, have joined forces to make 
the internet a safer place for children.

By scanning millions of malicious sources of online 
chatter across dozens of platforms and languages, 
ActiveFence proactively identifies, tracks, and stops 
a variety of online threats. This allows them to protect 
children worldwide against sexual abuse, human traf-
ficking, and other harms on the internet.

“Taking a proactive approach is crucial in the fight 
against child predators online. Because we identify 
bad actor operations first and at the source, we have 
a lot to contribute to the conversation about pro-
tecting internet users”, shared Nitzan Tamari, Active-
Fence CMO. “We are eager to partner with AMBER 
Alert Europe towards our shared mission of enabling 
a safer online world.”

“With children spending such a large amount of time 
online, they are also exposed to the risks that come 
with online access”, says Frank Hoen, Founder and 
Chairman of AMBER Alert Europe. “Therefore, it is 
great that ActiveFence uses its unique technology 
to contribute to making the internet a safer place for 
children.”

https://cnzd.org/
https://cnzd.org/


Our organisation
AMBER Alert Europe Foundation

03



25

About us 
AMBER Alert Europe is a foundation that assists in saving missing children at 
risk by connecting law enforcement with other police experts and with the 
public across Europe. AMBER Alert Europe advocates that one missing child 
is one too many and aims for zero missing children in Europe.

AMBER Alert Europe AMBER Alert Europe brings 
together 44 official organisations, public authorities 
and business entities from 28 countries. The foun-
dation actively contributes to the EU and national 
policy debate on saving missing children. AMBER 
Alert Europe also hosts the Secretariat of the Police 
Expert Network on Missing Persons (PEN-MP), so far 
consisting of over 80 experts from 33 countries, and 
harbours the Task Force on AMBER Alerts.

Board of Directors

AMBER Alert Europe is a neutral platform. It operates 
either evidence based (scientifically proven) or ex-
pert based. All activities are executed with respect 
for the privacy of missing persons and data protec-
tion laws.

PETRA BINKOVA
The Czech Republic
 
International Police Cooperation 
Directorate – Operational 
Cooperation Department 
(International Searches Unit) – 
Czech Police Presidium

FRANK HOEN
The Netherlands
 
Founder and Chairman 
– AMBER Alert Europe 
Foundation

Advisory Board 

CARMELO ABELA
Malta
Ministry within the office of the 
Prime Minister

PATRÍCIA CIPRIANO
Portugal
Associação Portuguesa de 
Crianças Desaparecidas

DAMJAN MIKLIČ
Slovenia
Criminal Police Inspector 
Specialist at the Slovenian 
Police Directorate – PEN-MP 
President

RINUS VAN 
SCHENDELEN
The Netherlands
Erasmus University 
Rotterdam

CAROLINE HUMER
The United States
Global Expert on Missing 
Children – HMC Group LLC

HENK JANSEN
The Netherlands
Independent Security and 
Investigations Professional, 
former Dutch Police

VICTOR REUTER
Luxembourg
Grand Ducal Police

MAURICE LENFERINK
The Netherlands
Safety Region Rotterdam-Rijnmond
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Organisations that support us 
Participating organisations 
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Partners

Participating organisations 
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Sponsors

In 2021, AMBER Alert Europe had the support of mul-
tiple organisations that contributed to the cause by 
providing us with valuable in-kind services. 

TRUE
Hosting partner TRUE keeps the AMBER Alert Europe 
platform, including our website, up and running 24 
hours a day, seven days a week. The services are pro-
vided entirely free of charge and can be quantified at 
an amount of approximately €160,000 annually.

Axon Advocaten
Axon is a law firm based in Amsterdam that special-
izes in internationally oriented services. They apply 
an hourly rate of €325 (excl. VAT). The service, as re-
quested by AMBER Alert Europe, is provided free of 
charge. An exact amount to be quantified cannot be 
provided in advance. No min-max has been agreed 
upon between parties.

MN adviseurs
Accon AVM provides AMBER Alert Europe with finan-
cial advice, as well as financial statements. This ser-
vice, costing around €10,000 annually, is provided 
free of charge.

Notariaat Pas
A contract has been concluded with notary office 
Notariaat Pas whereby the necessary notarial-legal 
advice and support will be given free of charge. This 
is difficult to quantify in advance.

INNOCEAN Worldwide 
INNOCEAN Worldwide is a global marketing and 
communications service provider that offers creative 
marketing solutions. From January 2021 until May 
2021 and from November 2021 until December 2021, 
INNOCEAN Berlin has helped us set up several pre-
vention and awareness-raising campaigns. For this, 
the services of different employees from five fields 
(project management, design, strategy, PR, creative) 
were made available to us free of charge.
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